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L. to r.: Christine Tolley, Metuchen 

YMCA Director of Operations, Jim 

Walsh, Edison Firefighter’s Assn., 

Rose Cushing, President & CEO, 

YMCA of MEWSA. 
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SOUTH AMBOY ELEMENTARY STUDENTS RECEIVE FREE BIKES!

Children who received the bicycles, plus YMCA staff Tony 

Brewster, SACC Coordinator, Gerry Gessie, Director of Operations, 

South Amboy YMCA, and Peter Lawrence, SACC Counselor. 

 

https://www.ymcaofmewsa.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/impact-meter-winter-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=4e7f5d47_0
https://www.ymcaofmewsa.org/giving/give-now?q=https://operations.daxko.com/features/onlinegiving/donationdetails.aspx?cid=4005
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https://www.ymcaofmewsa.org/giving/information-session-campaigner-training
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Through Togetherhood, our Y delivered solidly throughout 2021 in support of the FPC Metuchen 

Food Pantry and its work to help food insecure individuals and families.  And we did as well in 

support of New Jersey Blood Services and its efforts to meet the demand for donated blood—which 

often reached emergency levels. 

 

New Jersey Blood Services – Blood Drives 

 

Four of our blood drives resulted in 60+ units of blood collected—a record for us—which led to 

another record of 357 units collected for the year. Our previous high was 302 units in 2019.  

We’re starting to show a strong consistency in getting donors to come to our drives and the results 

follow. 

 

Our growing base of donors who consistently return to our drives continues to be impressive and 

we’re contemplating some form of recognition for these people to say “Thanks” and to build the 

base of those who can say: “I’m a regular blood donor at the Metuchen Y.” 

 

Led by Metuchen Branch Board member Kathy Liss, our team of volunteers organizing and running 

these drives is strong—but we could use more volunteers. 

 

FPC of  Metuchen Food Pantry – Food Drives 
 

We closed the year having collected and brought 8,047 items of nonperishable food and $2,197 in 

cash and shoppers gift cards to the food pantry. 

 

In December, we took 615 dropped-off items from the Y to the pantry, and we also had a volunteer 

hold a Street Drive that resulted in 224 items and $200 cash for the pantry. 

 

A breakdown of how donations came in shows there were 5,421 dropped off at the Y, a scant 50 

items picked up at donors homes by volunteers, and 2,576 items collected through street drives. 

Regarding dollars, $1,092 was in cash and $1,105 was in Store Cards.  Street Drives are emerging 

as a terrific way for individual families or groups of families to collect donations on their streets 

and we hope to significantly grow that aspect of our food insecurity efforts in 2022. 

 

Rich Husar continues to be our mainstay volunteer for drop-offs and has that well in hand – 

although one or two extra “pairs of hands” wouldn’t be turned away. Regarding Street Drives, new 

volunteers will definitely be needed. 
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UPCOMING BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
 February 23   March 23  April 27 
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GRANT AND DONOR RECOGNITION 

NJ State Bar Foundation $4,000 To support our Youth & Government Program 
 

PepsiCo Smiles in Action $5,000 To support our focus areas of youth 

development, healthy living and social 

responsibility. 

Starbucks $1,000 To support the Metuchen YMCA branch through 

their Starbucks Neighborhood Grant. 

mailto:gabriella.stfleur@ymcaofmewsa.org
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Students were able to keep up with 

their schoolwork at Colonia 

Learning Center when the township 

went to virtual learning for the 

week. Harborview Early Learning Center students wear 

their coats and hat that were donated by a very 

generous anonymous donor! 

Brenda Werneiwskei, Wellness 

Director at the Metuchen Y, receives 

sock donations from Elijah’s Promise 

for their sock drive in December.  

They collected over 500 pairs! 
The Edison Y partners with Bell Pharmacy 

to host a booster shot clinic for the 

community. 

The Edison Y’s first Teen Night, where 

teens got to mingle and create new 

friendships.  They were also recruited to 

join the Teen Leader’s Club. 

The YMCA at the Piscataway Community Center 

lights up red in celebration of the Lunar New Year. The South Amboy Y offers adult volleyball on Friday nights. 

South Amboy YMCA was once again able to host its 

annual  Swim with Santa event!  This year the 

children also decorated cookies and had hot 

chocolate afterwards! 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Annual Support Campaign Kickoff Blood Drive Spring I Session Begins 
March 7 February 27 (Metuchen) February 27 

 
Camp Registration Opens Souper Bowl Food Drive Wine Tasting Event 
February 2 Jan 15-Feb 15 (Metuchen) March 25 

L. to r.: Ayush Joshi, Allison Eodice, Mia Harris, 

Alexis Broggi, Claire Okamoto, Shayaan Ahmed 

https://www.ymcaofmewsa.org/about-us/diversity-inclusion
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MISSED AN ISSUE? 

All Board newsletters can be 

found on the YMCA website at 

http://www.ymcaofmewsa.org/

about-us/assocation-newsletter. 
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http://www.ymcaofmewsa.org/about-us/association-newsletter
http://www.ymcaofmewsa.org/about-us/association-newsletter

